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SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT DISSOLVED BY PRESIDENTIAL ORDER 

1 . UNDER THE PROVISIONS OP ARTICLE 49 OP THE CONSTITUTION, 

PRESIDENT BANDA AT NOON YESTERDAY, JULY 7, BY RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT 
DECLARED THE GOVERNMENT DISSOLVED AND ALL MINISTERS, MEMBERS 
OP THE MALAWI CONGRESS PARTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, DEPUTY 
MINISTERS AND PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES ARE DISMISSED. HE 
INDICATED THAT HE WOULD NAME A NEW GOVERNMENT IN THE NEAR 
PUTURE AND MEANWHILE RESPONSIBILITY POR ALL MINISTERIAL 
PORTPOLIOS WOULD REST WITH THE OPPICE OP THE PRESIDENT. 

2. COMMENT: THE ANNOUNCEMENT CAME AS A COMPLETE SURPRISE 

TO VIRTUALLY EVERYONE. IT POLLOWED THREE DAYS OP INDEPENDENCE 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS IN BLANTYRE INCLUDING A PROGRAM AT 
THE STADIUM JULY 6 WHICH KEPT US SEATED THERE PROM 10:00 
UNTIL 2030. THURSDAY, JULY 7, WAS ALSO AN OPFICIAL HOLIDAY. 
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3. UPON HEARING THE REPORT, I CALLED THE SECRETARY TO 
THE PRESIDENCEY, JOHN NGWIRI, AND ASKED HIM IP HE COULD TELL 
ME ANYTHING ABOUT IT. TO MY SURPRISE HE LAUGHED AND APPABLY 
INVITED ME TO COME TO HIS HOME AND TALK WITH HIM. UPON 
ARRIVAL I POUND HIM TOGETHER WITH A PRUEND AND BOTH WELL 
STONED. HE DISAPPEARED POR 20 MINUTES AND RETURNED WEAVING 
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BUT IN FULL CONTROL OF HIS MENTAL FACULTIES. HE 
EXPAINED THAT HE HAD BEEN PARTYING MOST OP THE DAY 
CELEBRATING THE END OF THE OFFICIAL PROGRAM FOR WHICH, 

OF COURSE, HE HAD A GOOD DEAL OP RESPONSIBILITY. HE SAID 
WE SHOULD NOT READ TOO MUCH INTO THE PRESIDENT'S ACTION; 
THAT HE OBVIOUSLY WANTED TO MAKE CERTAIN CHANGES: THAT IT 
WAS EASIER JUST TO CLEAR THE DECKS AND START FROM 
SCRATCH AND THAT HE HAD JUST BEEN CAT T ED TO RETURN TO 
BLANTYRE IN THE MONRING (JULY 8) TO SEE THE PRESIDENT AT 
WHICH TIME HE EXPECTS (HE IS NOT SURE) TO BE GIVEN THE 
NAMES OF THE NEW MINISTERS WITH AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
TO COME ON MONDAY JULY 1 1 . WITH A LAUGH HE REMARKED THAT, 

OF COURSE, HE MIGHT BE OUT OF A JOB HIMSELF. HE EXPECTS 
THAT MOST OF THE FORMER MINISTERS WILL BE RE-APPOINTED BUT 
REPUSED TO SPECULATE ON THE ONES TO BE DROPPED. 

4. EVER SINCE FORMER PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL MUWALO WAS 
ARRESTED, CONVICTED OF TREASON, AND SENTENCED TO DEATH, 
TYERE HAS BEEN RUMOR AND SPECULATION THAT IP THE CHARGES 
ARE TRUE (WHICH WE DOUBT) OTHERS MUST HAVE BEEN INVOLVED. 
CERTAINLY OTHER SENIOR OFFICIALS AND MINISTERS WERE CLOSE TO 
MUWALO, AMONG THEM NGWIRI HIMSELF AND MINISTER CHAKUAMBA 
PHIRI OF YOUTH AND CULTURE. BANDA IS AN EXPERT AT CONCEALING 
HIS THOUGHTS AND INTENTIONS AND UNDOUBTEDLY THIS WAS A 
CAREFULLY PLANNED MOVE. NGWIRI CLEARLY DID KNOW IT WAS 
COMING AND WITH HINDSIGHT, TOGETHER WITH MOST OF MY 
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DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES, IT DID SEEM TO US THAT THE MINISTERS 
ATTENDING THE STATE BANQUET, THE BALL AND THE STADIUM SHOW 
WERE UNUSUALLY SUBDUED THIS YEAR. WE THINK THEY MUST 
HAVE HAD WIND OP THE MOVE AND WERE TRYING TO ASSESS THEIR 
FUTURES. IN ANSWER TO MQ QUESTION, NGWIRI DID ADMIT THAT 
THIS IS THE PIRST TIME BANDA HAS TAKEN SUCH DRASTIC ACTION 
IN THE PROCESS OP RESHUPFLING AND REFORMING HIS GOVERNMENT. 

STEVENSON 
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